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Summary

5.

Broxtowe Borough Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee established a
review of Equality, Diversity and Inclusion at the Council, to be carried out by
the Overview and Scrutiny Working Group was appointed at the meeting on
23 November 2023. The review was requested by Councillor S Dannheimer,
who suggested that a review should consider whether the Council met the
needs of all service users, Members and employees.

The review is in accordance with the Council’s Priorities for Leisure and
Health, and Environment, with the objectives of developing a programme of
investment for Broxtowe’s parks and open spaces, including accessible
facilities, litter bins, picnic tables, signage, and enhanced bike trails.
Furthermore, by developing the implementation of a new public toilet strategy
in order to renew and improve these facilities, and supporting the
development of community support for people with mental health issues and
for people living with dementia and their carers.

The Working Group met on 2 August 2024 after receiving information from the
Head of Environment and Climate Change to assist the Group in relation to
the specific points on the scoping report. The Group also met on 16 August
2024 to visit Rushcliffe Country Park.

The purpose of the review was to achieve the outcomes outlined in the
scoping report. The review sought the following outcome:

e To develop recommendations to support improvements.
e To improve the overall Equality, Diversity and Inclusion within the
Council including service users, Members and employees.

This report sets out the review process that was adopted and the
recommendations to be made.

Members of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Working
Group

The Working Group was chaired by Councillor S Dannheimer, with Councillor
S Webb as the Vice Chair.

. Councillors E Winfield, E Williamson and C Tideswell was also part of the

Working Group.

1 The scoping report is attached at appendix 1.



The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Climate Change was in attendance
on the site visits around the chosen parks.

The Working Group was assisted by the Head of Environment and the
Democratic Services Manager.

Figure 2 Accessible and Inclusive Roundabout



Recommendations

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee is asked to RECOMMEND to Cabinet that
the following recommendations be CONSIDERED and to RESOLVE accordingly.

1.

10.

That all entrances to parks are audited, to allow wheelchair/mobility
access where possible.

Where a play park is fenced around, to ensure the access gate for a
wheelchair is close to any accessible/inclusive play equipment or to
consider the surface for the travel to the equipment.

Where possible, that every play park in the Borough has access to a
minimum of one piece of accessible/inclusive play equipment.

To introduce further sensory play panels to the parks with some
possibly away from climbing frames in quiet areas.

When replacing play equipment that a double slide be provided instead
of a single slide option.

Exploring options to provide sensory gardens in parks and, where
appropriate, to provide a sensory experience for all users to touch,
smell, hear and see. To consider utilising parks already established with
garden areas in the first instance.

To provide signage across all parks for users to establish areas of
rewilding, butterfly and bee planting, sensory and park areas.

To consider the toilet options in large multi-use parks that are not near
town centre facilities.

To consider accessibility/inclusive benches as standard across all parks
in the Borough and investigate the triangular benches with back
supports as the standard park bench.

The results from the Parks Survey are made available to the Overview
and Scrutiny Committee.



Background

1.

The topic was suggested by Councillor S Dannheimer to consider the Equality,
Inclusivity, Diversity and Accessibility at the Council.

The review was scoped at the meeting of Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Working Group on 23 November 2023 which sought to provide explanatory
data.

The Working Group took the following principles into account when visiting the
parks — Accessibility is about removing barriers that may prevent users from
taking part. Inclusion is about going that step further, to offer opportunities to
promote integration, creativity and fun. When thinking about play, there are
many principles to follow including plan to go, plan to access, plan to play,
plan to rest and recharge, and plan to engage.

Considerations at the Working Group Meetings and Site
Visits

1.

There were a number of lines of enquiry from the full scrutiny topic of Equality,
Diversity and Inclusion at the Council. The relevant line of inquiry is detailed
below for Parks in the Borough.

e Accessibility for leisure provided across the Borough, including parks and
play equipment. Benchmark across other Authorities.

A briefing note was provided to the Scrutiny Group by the Head of
Environment. The briefing provided background information relating to parks
and open spaces across the Borough and clarified how many pieces of
equipment are installed and maintained in the play areas. A table of
information was provided regarding the location of inclusive play equipment
included a replacement programme which aimed to enhance the play areas
and play surfaces. The briefing note is included at Appendix 2:

. Members were provided with a guide from Scope, which is included at

Appendix 3. Scope is the disability equality charity which had produced a
guide to support parents of disabled children. This provided guidance to
Members to assist with the site visits with also provided ideas and a checklist
of areas for consideration?.

The social model, as stated in the Scope report helps recognise barriers that
make life harder for disabled people. Removing these barriers creates equality
and offers disabled people more independence, choice and control. These
included:

« Flat paths with a well maintained, solid surface both into and around
the playground

2 Campaigning for Inclusive Playgrounds Guide | Disability charity Scope UK



https://www.scope.org.uk/campaigns/lets-play-fair/campaigning-for-inclusive-playgrounds-guide

« Inclusive play equipment on solid surfaces like rubbery ground, or
concrete

e Fences around the playground

e Accessible toilets, including changing places toilets.

Members selected five parks to visit from the list provided at Appendix 2.

¢ Mansfield Hall Park

e Hall om Wong

e Beeston Fields

e Bramcote Hills Park

e Queen Elizabeth Park, Stapleford

Members considered the entrances into the parks and play areas and
reviewed the car parking spaces and any marked out for disabilities. The
Group assessed gate accesses to assess if they were floor level and where
paths met they remained flat. If there were steps were in the park, Members
discussed whether they could be seen as a barrier, in all cases there were
accessible entrances to the park and play area. However, in most cases,
where there were multiple entrances, these were not clearly signposted,
especially in larger parks. The Group considered that in some cases,
accessible entrances to the play equipment was the furthest away from the
car parking area.

Members assessed whether the main access to the parks was adjacent to a
main road, and if there was a barrier to enter the park, such as a gate with a
latch, or barriers to prevent entry to motor bikes, and steps or an uneven
surface. Some of the parks had multiple entrances but were not clearly
signposted. Furthermore, the nearest entrance for accessibility may not
always have been the main entrance into the park. For example, Hall om
Wong Park had several entrances with only one being accessible. The other
entrances were either stepped or had footpath barriers to prevent bikes, it was
considered that these kind of entrances may prevent a wheelchair user from
accessing the park. The Group stated that all park entrances should be
assessed across the Borough to determine whether the barriers could be
removed where appropriate, especially where there was housing, zebra
crossing, and bus stops nearby to consider making more accessible.
Members, in addition, assessed the park entrances adjacent to housing
estates, bus routes, zebra crossings, wide pathways, and barriers around the
playgrounds for accessibility. It was stated that an audit of all entrances
should be undertaken to consider if any changes could be made, where
possible for accessibility.

Members stated that the different surfaces in the play areas worked well as
long as the travel to the accessible/inclusive play equipment was considered.
The paths around the parks were all wide and flat and well maintained and all
led to the play equipment area. Beeston Fields Park had a path that went
around the main grassed area and reached both entrances to the park.
However, it was noted that the accessible group swing within the play area


https://www.changing-places.org/

was furthest away from the accessible gated entrance to the play park.
Furthermore, the nearest entrance to the play park from the car park had
steps, and the accessible entrance was not clear from the car park entrance.
The entrance was slightly raised and may be difficult for a wheelchair to easily
access.

8. Queen Elizabeth Park had an accessible swing but no pathway to travel to
use it. Members stated that there should be some consideration for the travel
to accessible play equipment in future planning of parks. The fence around
the park equipment provided protection for young children especially if there
was a car park or main road nearby. The gates around the play equipment
areas were wide enough to accommodate a wheelchair. However, it was
noted that sometimes this was furthest away from the car park or entrance to
the park. Equipment for older age groups was outside the main park in some
cases, for instance the zip wire or group swing at Bramcote Park. Members
would like to see pathways to the accessible equipment for ease of travel in a
wheelchair, especially in areas of bark or if the play equipment had been
installed on grassy areas.

0. The Group discussed the travel to the Borough parks, and was pleased that
all parks provided free car parking and had disabled car parking spaces
marked out. Where there was a split level, ramps and handrails were
provided. Queen Elizabeth Park, Stapleford was a very good example of
ramps and handrails for entrances to the bowls area and tennis courts. Bus
routes were nearby to entrances, especially the larger parks. The smaller
parks tended to be within housing areas and were seen to be in short distance
from where residential areas.

10. Members were pleased to see that there was a mixture of accessible/inclusive
play equipment across the parks®. However, it was noted that some parks
were only suitable for younger age groups and that there was only one or two
pieces that would meet the needs of accessible/inclusive play for all ages.
Members liked the accessible play panels that were on the outskirts of the
play parks which allowed for quiet play. The panels provided individual play or
could be part of a game with more than one person. The larger parks across
the Borough provided similar themed play equipment. The report indicated
that not all parks across the Borough had accessible play equipment,
especially the smaller residential play areas. The smaller parks had less play
equipment, but in most cases, were nearby to the larger play areas with the
variety of play. Some other features at parks included landscapes which
offered trees for playing hide and seek, hills for rolling, shaded areas and a
variety of colour contrasts around the equipment. Members would like to see
at least one piece of accessible/inclusive play equipment being provided at
each park across the Borough. Along with feedback from the recent park
survey to see if residents felt any improvements could be made.

11. Members liked the option of the shared play equipment. This included double
width slides, saucer style swings and roundabouts. This equipment allowed

3 Further information is included in Appendix 2.



12.

13.

for shared play with parents and other children at the same time for inclusivity
play. The Group also liked the play panels that had been installed around the
perimeters of the play parks. They offered a variety of play and the recent
consultation indicated the panels were the most favoured. Accessible panels
provided different play opportunities and had been installed at a number of
sites across the Borough including:

Manor Farm recreation ground, Toton
Chetwynd Rd open space, Chilwell
Queen Elizabeth Park, Stapleford
Jubilee Park, Eastwood

Laurel Crescent Nuthall

Eastcote Avenue, Bramcote

Flixton Rd, Kimberley

Smithurst Rd, Giltbrook

e Bramcote Park

e Beeston Fields

Members considered sensory gardens at the parks for all ages and/or
disabilities. Play was not just for children but should be considered for all ages
and abilities. There are six senses that should be planned for:

Touch

Smell

Sound

Sight

Proprioception — awareness of location and movement of our
bodies

e Vestibular — awareness of balance and spatial orientation.

Members researched many articles provided on websites for sensory
experiences®. The Sensory Trust recommends creating accessible and
engaging nature experiences that makes green spaces accessible and
sensory rich to be enjoyed by people of all ages and abilities. Inclusive places
are more popular with people in general, The Sensory Trust comment that
when done well, good access is not obvious, it just makes the place easier to
understand and use and be more comfortable to be in. This benefits
everyone. Barriers often result in expensive retrofits and limits usability for
most people.

4 https://www.sensorytrust.org.uk/

Improving Access — Sensory Trust

How to use braille for accessible information (sensorytrust.org.uk)
Sensory Trust — Inclusive Nature Experiences

Sensory and dementia gardens - NHS Forest

Sensory Garden — Friends of Wollaton Park

Sensory Garden — Parc Bryn Bach



https://www.sensorytrust.org.uk/
https://www.sensorytrust.org.uk/projects/improving-accessibility
https://www.sensorytrust.org.uk/resources/guidance/designing-with-braille
https://www.sensorytrust.org.uk/
https://nhsforest.org/green-your-site/sensory-and-dementia-gardens/
https://friendsofwollatonpark.org.uk/wollaton-hall/formal-garden/sensory-garden/
https://www.parcbrynbach.co.uk/sensory-garden

14.

15.

16.

17.

Providing Braille signs or materials pre visit enables a visually impaired visitor
to gather information at their own pace, without relying on a sighted person to
read everything for them. Members noticed at Rushcliffe Country Park, braille
had been included in some of the signs. Sensory play could be play
equipment in a quiet shaded area that allows the user to feel, play with a
variety of sounds and smells in a separate space to a play area.

Sensory gardens tend to be a green space that has been designed to appeal
to as many senses as possible. Children with special educational needs,
including autism, benefit from being able to explore multiple senses in an
environmental that feels soothing and safe. Sensory planting can also be
designed for people with dementia, as colour, touch, and scent can be
calming, and inspire the recollection of distant memories and sensations.
Using tactile or aromatic plants, allows people with sight loss to experience
nature up close by touching and scent. Engagement with community groups
could support this project. Members visited the memorial garden at Mansfield
Road, Eastwood, and the Walled Garden at Bramcote Park. At Bramcote Park
there was a sundial maze that could be used for accessible play. This area
appeared to be neglected but there was an opportunity to provide the
Community with a wonderful space to enjoy a sensory garden experience and
providing a relaxing experience. There were already some planting of flowers
and herbs, wind chimes, water features, and it was felt that further planting
would help with the sensory experience. Other parks had opportunity for
areas to be created such as bee and butterfly areas but it was recognised
they would need to be maintained. Community groups and local schools in the
area could help to support and maintain these designated areas. Signage
could be provided in Braille or a leaflet could be available before the visit.
Members considered that the current signage around the walled garden area
was dated. Other parks in the Borough could also be developed and
advertised to provide sensory style gardens especially where flowers, herbs
and tall grasses were already planted.

There was a general lack of signage around the parks indicating wilding
areas, bee pollinating and butterfly areas for sensory experiences and to
identify the nearest toilets. Some of the signage around the parks was no
longer relevant, aged and had overgrown planting in areas. Members would
like to see improved signage around the parks, including signposting to the
nearest toilets, accessible entrances, sensory spaces, and warning signs
cleared from overgrown planting where appropriate.

There was a lack of toilet facilities, especially at out of Town Centre Park
areas. On the day the Members visited Bramcote Park, visitors also raised
this as an issue. Water access, vandalism and maintenance was factored into
the conversation with options such as compost toilets or Portaloos suggested
within the Group. Members attended Rushcliffe Country Park to look at the
toilets provided and further information was obtained from the Rushcliffe Park
Manager. The Benchmarking section details the outcome of the visit.
Members were able to look at the toilet options at Rushcliffe Country park and
seek further information Visiting Rushcliffe Country Park - Rushcliffe Borough
Council.

10


https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/rushcliffe-country-park/visiting-the-park/
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/rushcliffe-country-park/visiting-the-park/

18.

19.

20.

16

17.

Members liked that some of the picnic benches at the parks had space to
accommodate a wheelchair or pushchair around the table to provide
inclusivity and that the pathway to these benches had been extended to allow
for easy travel. The group analysed the different styles of picnic benches
across the parks and preferred the triangular version that was at Bramcote
Park, due to back support being provided and ease of getting in and out of the
bench. There was opportunity for everyone to sit around the triangular version
and this style provided more spaces for wheelchair and pushchair use.

The Group was pleased to see that consultation had taken place with the local
Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SENDS) school to ask for a
preference as to which of the play equipment, when Bramcote Park was
modified. The consultation suggested the sensory panels were most favoured
over large play equipment such as swings and slides. Other consultations had
taken place and the Members would like to see the results of the Park Survey
that was out for consultation when the review was taking place. The Group
reviewed the report from Scope, ‘The Play Investigation’, which provided
information on campaigners visiting local playgrounds. They answered some
guestions to see how accessible and inclusive the playgrounds were for
disabled children across the country. Inham Nook Play Park at Chilwell had
been included in the report. https://www.scope.org.uk/campaigns/lets-play-
fair/playground-accessibility-map

Members were provided with a guide from Scope, which had produced a
guide to support parents of disabled children. The guide assisted Members
with the site visits to the Parks. Campaigning for Inclusive Playgrounds Guide
| Disability charity Scope UK

Members noted that there was no mandate requiring Councils to offer play
areas. The Council’s Play Strateqy, 2017-2025, emphasises key drivers that
advocate for the provision of play spaces. The Strategy identified many types
of play and indicated that play was a natural process that should be able to
take place for all ages. Within the Strategy, consultation on play needs in
Broxtowe was carried out, including a group session with Foxwood Academy,
a school specialising in serving the educational needs of children with
disabilities. The Group discussed issues relating to children with special
needs including facilities for adults and carers within play areas, equipment
that could accommodate a companion, alternatives to traditional swings that
were more inclusive and the avoidance of physical barriers.

Bramcote Park, having recently undergone refurbishment, had a large variety
of play equipment that was for a variety of ages and provided inclusive play
too. Accessible/Inclusive play equipment included a dish roundabout, low level
toddler unit, wheelchair roundabout, low level junior unit, talk tubes, music
pipes and a sensory panel. Other parks in the Borough mainly consisted of
low-level toddler units, a group swing, sit in springy, and a dish roundabout.
Members thought the sensory panels were very impressive. Members liked
the group swings, wheelchair roundabouts and double swings as they
provided inclusive play for everyone. Accessible paths had been provided for

11


https://www.scope.org.uk/campaigns/lets-play-fair/playground-accessibility-map
https://www.scope.org.uk/campaigns/lets-play-fair/playground-accessibility-map
https://www.scope.org.uk/campaigns/lets-play-fair/campaigning-for-inclusive-playgrounds-guide
https://www.scope.org.uk/campaigns/lets-play-fair/campaigning-for-inclusive-playgrounds-guide
https://www.broxtowe.gov.uk/media/4327/broxtowe-borough-council-play-strategy-2017-2025.pdf

access to the group swing, which had been installed outside of the perimeter
of the play area. Members stated that they would like to see at least one
accessible/inclusive play equipment at all play parks in the Borough. It was
noted that some of the smaller parks had no accessible play but was in the
vicinity of another play area that had accessible/inclusive play equipment
nearby.

18. Members noted the date of the last improvements to the parks, and the
programme for the replacement of play equipment across the parks in the
Borough. The potential accessible/inclusive improvements included
converting the bark pits to rubber and replacement of some play equipment
across the parks. Members liked the split between rubber and bark in the
main play areas as long as the access to any accessible equipment within the
area had been considered, additionally the travel areas needed to be flat and
wide enough to accommodate a wheelchair user. The costs of replacing the
flooring to rubber was expensive and Members considered that the play
equipment should take priority, especially where there is no accessible play
equipment available. The Group felt this should be a replacement priority
within the programme rather than the full replacement of the flooring. The cost
to replace the flooring was also based on current prices and the replacement
programme extended to the year 2040 in some cases. An option could be to
look at funding to support some of these requirements especially where the
timeline for replacement was quite lengthy.

Figure 3 A Councillor playing with a Sensory Panel at Bramcote Park
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Figure 4 Double Slide Figure 5 Sensory Panel Creating Music

Figure 6 Roundabout Figure 7 Sensory Play

Figure 8 Sensory Panel

13



Figure 9 Split Level Surface Figure 10 Councillors looking at the Split Level Surface

Figure 11 Paths at Hall om Wong Figure 12 Accessible entrance Hall om Wong
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Figure 15 flowers that could be incorporated into a sensory garden in the Memorial area of Mansfield Park
Eastwood
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Figure 16 Sundial Maze Figure 17 Walled Garden Signage
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Figure 19 Picnic Bench with Path Figure 20 Picnic Bench
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Figure 21 Triangle Picnic Bench Preferred Option with Members

Figure 25 Sensory Panel
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Benchmarking

1.

Members visited Rushcliffe Country park to compare the parks visited in the
Borough. They were particularly interested in the toilet facilities, the sensory
trail and signage. There was a purpose built café area with integrated toilets
that could be accessed using a radar key out-of-hours and a picnic area.
There was baby changing and separate toilets. Further to the play area there
were additional toilets that had been adapted from composter toilets to Zero
Discharge toilets.

The toilets near to the play area had been compostable but was found over
the years with the high amount of footfall and usage meant they never
composted properly. Composters are only really suitable for low use areas.
They are now Zero Discharge toilets, and get emptied by a tanker around five
times a year. Full-time employees open the toilets in the morning and close
them in the evening. The toilets are accessible but are not accessed with a
radar key. This option could be provided. There is no electricity or running
water, and hand gel and toilet roll are supplied. Visitors commented to the
Group that they were pleased the toilets were in situ as it saved a trek back to
the café toilets or using bushes nearby. There was no smell, and the inside
was clean. Members commented they toilet floors may get muddy in wet
weather.

The main play park had a variety of flooring with a wide pathway that led you
to different zones of play including sand, toddler, swings and slides. There
was also a bike track, skate park, concrete table tennis facilities, a labyrinth
and sensory trail in the woods. The Sensory trail, due to it being in the woody
area was rather neglected and required some repair. It was being well used
however. Play equipment was available to hire or visitors could bring their
own to use free of charge. Play at Rushcliffe Country Park was not just at the
main play park.

There were a variety of play areas that could be used by all ages and abilities
including trees for hide and seek and rolling hills. The labyrinth at Rushcliffe
had been labelled as a being aimed at mindfulness, labyrinths, are found all
around the world and provide a journey with one continuous path, it had
shelter trees, seats, a raised earth bank, an interpretation board, and access
paths. It was designed to be inclusive for motorised wheelchairs, pushchairs,
bicycles, and less mobile people, with wide hardcore paths marked by bricks
of contrasting colours, all lying flat to the ground. Members considered if the
Sundial maze at Bramcote could be ideal for mindfulness and inclusive play in
the same way. There was a small sensory garden with herbs and flowers. The
signage around the park was clear and Members liked the information boards
which identified the variety of trees and flowers in the area. Some of the
plants’ signage had QR readers on for further information and interactive
purposes. There were insect homes and mosaic stepping stones that provided
interactive play too. All pathways were wide enough to accommodate a
wheelchair, although the sensory play area in the woods may be difficult to
explore, especially in wet weather. The car park was small for visitors and the
park was out of the main town area. There was a bus stop nearby.

18



Figure 27 Insie the Portaloo Toilet

Figure 28 The Portaloo Style toilets
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Figure 31 Table Tennis

Rushcliffe Cawntry Palk

Figure 32 Labyrinth for Mindfulness
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Rugby Borough Council had pushed ahead with plans to make play areas
accessible for all. They had recently invited residents and community
organisations to a consultation event to help the Council’s plans to boost
accessibility at play areas in the Borough along with the UK’s leading
manufacturer of outdoor play equipment.®

The event aimed to raise awareness of the work the Council had already
undertaken to increase play area accessibility and to discover community
organisations' and residents' experiences of visiting play areas in the Borough,
following a notice of motion at a meeting of full Council, the Council backed
plans to hold the event and committed to creating a set of design principles to
inform all future play area installations and maintenance. Members looked at
accessibility of parks through the lens of a user with cerebral palsy. Recent
refurbishment demonstrated the Council's work to improve accessibility, with
ramps leading to the refurbished bandstand, extended picnic benches to cater
for wheelchairs and a wheelchair-accessible roundabout. The Council had also
followed the accessibility guidelines from the Green Flag Awards, Fields in Trust
and Make Space for Girls, a campaign which calls for inclusivity to be placed at
the heart of play area and public space design.

5 Council pushes ahead with plans to make play areas accessible to all - Rugby Borough Council

23
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Scoping Form Information

Appendix 1

Scoping Report

Title of review

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion within the Council

Expected
outcomes

e To develop recommendations to support improvements

e To Improve the overall Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
within the Council including service users, Members and
employees

Terms of
reference/Key
lines of
enquiry

Who is the Diversity and Inclusion Officer (Check Equalities
Officer and HR Officer look at the Policies and EIA form.
Equality Impact Assessments Check relevant and assessments
are carried out to meet the needs of the user. Apprenticeship
Award. To question if recruitment and accessibility needs are
met.

Accessibility of all buildings/sites and rooms. Car park access.
Accessibility to Council Offices (travel and transport)
Accessibility to the Councils Websites/forms. Is the same
shared across the Authority?

Training awareness for all Members and employee’s
accessibility of Training for Members

Accessibility to services the Council provides and inclusivity of
leaflets, how residents/businesses pay

To consider if there is a North/South divide within the Borough
including access to services and travel.

Accessibility for leisure provided across the Borough including
parks and play equipment. Benchmark across other Authorities

Councilllor inclusion

Town Centres including signage for all and assets across the
Authority Head of Asset Management.

Possible
sources of
information

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion - Centre for Governance and
Scrutiny (cfgs.org.uk)
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/equality-framework-local-
government-eflg-2021

24



https://www.cfgs.org.uk/equality-diversity-and-inclusion/
https://www.cfgs.org.uk/equality-diversity-and-inclusion/
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/equality-framework-local-government-eflg-2021
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/equality-framework-local-government-eflg-2021

HR statistics and reports from Head of HR re recruitment
(Hidden disabilities) Diversity and Inclusion report.

Copy of the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion report.

How are the employees of BBC feeling, do they feel barriers
within the organisation? Employee Survey questions.
Websites for accessibilities and other Scrutiny conducted on
the topic.

Previous reports to Cabinet including Equality, Play Strategy,
Recruitment policies.

What works well how can this be replicated across the
Authority.

How review Website, Members Matters, Report to Cabinet, email me
could be briefings.
publicised
Specify site Kimberley Depot, Main Offices, Housing Complex, Accessible
visits toilets.
Check Housing properties for accessibilities including the non-
visual disabilities any relets the Group could visit or willing
tenants.
Equalities Working Group attend next meeting
Possible Benchmark other Authorities
witnesses Head of HR
Equalities Officer
Employees of Broxtowe Borough Council
Residents (Senior Private Sector Housing Officer Accessibility)
Head of Housing
Head of Asset Management
Head of Environment
Resource Transport off site

requirements

Background papers such as exiting reports

Projected 04.12.2023 Draft report December 2024
start date deadline Cabinet thc
Projected 04.11.2024

completion

date
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Appendix 2

Briefing note: Accessible play: Parks for all.
Prepared by: Parks and Open Spaces Manager
Date: 1 June 2024

Vision

To create play areas that promote inclusivity, enabling children of all ages and
abilities to play together.

Background

There are 62 Parks and Opens Spaces across the Borough, of which 37 have a play
area. These play areas vary in size, as does the variety of play equipment pieces
available at each site. Appendix la shows the spread of both Council and Parish
owned play areas across the Borough.

There are 323 pieces of equipment installed and maintained in these play areas. All
equipment is installed to BS EN 1176 (which is the British and European Standard
for playground equipment) and BS EN 1177 (which covers playground surfacing and
provides guidance on critical fall height and impact safety). All of the Borough
Council and Parish Council owned play equipment is inspected by playground
inspectors on a weekly basis.

As can be seen in Appendix 2a, the majority of play areas across the Borough,
incorporates some form of inclusive play equipment. The Parks and Open spaces
team is currently implementing a replacement programme to enhance accessibility to
the park areas. They are currently replacing the traditional bark surfaces with
recycled rubber crumb material. This transition aims to improve safety, durability and
accessibility for park users.

Legislative drivers

Whilst there is no mandate requiring Councils to offer play areas, evidence from
National policies and practices underscores the significance of play. The Council’s
Play Strategy, 2017-2025, emphasises the following key drivers that advocate for the
provision of play spaces.

26
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Charter for Children’s Play — Play England (2004)

“Children have the right to play All children and young people have the right to play
and need to play: free to choose what they do — lively or relaxed, noisy or quiet —
with the chance to stretch and challenge themselves, take risks and enjoy freedom.
The right to play is enshrined in Article 31 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child.

Every child needs time and space to play All children and young people — disabled
and non-disabled — whatever their age, culture, ethnicity or social and economic
background, need time and space to play freely and confidently with their peers, free
of charge, indoors and outdoors, somewhere they feel safe. Play provision should
actively include the widest range of children and seek to engage with those from
minority groups”. (Broxtowe Borough Council Play Strategy 2017-2025)

Every Child Matters — Green Paper (2003)

Every Child Matters — Green Paper (2003), published in September 2003, the basis
and aim of the Government’s Green paper was to ensure that every child has the
chance to fulfil their potential by reducing levels of educational failure, ill health,
substance misuse, teenage pregnancy, abuse and neglect, crime and anti-social
behaviour among children and young people.

Five Key outcomes were identified; these were:

e Being Healthy — Engaging in play enhances emotional well-being, alleviates
symptoms of depression and anxiety, boosts self-confidence and self-esteem
and promotes better mental health.

e Staying Safe - Research indicates that parents that permit their children to
play outdoors tend to have a wider social support network, compared to those
that don’t. This expanded network includes friends who can provide additional
supervision and assistance, contributing to a safer environment for both the
parents and their children in the community.

e Enjoying and Achieving — Engaging in play provides marginalised children
and young people, such as those with disabilities, traveller children and those
from minority ethnic groups with opportunities to experience a sense of
belonging and inclusion, fostering a feeling of community and acceptance.

e Making a Positive Contribution - Play is a fundamental pathway to enable
children to develop their social skills, learning to make friends and build their

sense of community and justice.

e Achieving Economic Well-Being - Play provision is often free of charge,
promoting opportunities for all, regardless of economic status.
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Accessible play areas

According to a report by the disability equality charity Scope, it was found that less
than half of playgrounds in the UK are currently accessible for people that have a
disability. This sparked a national campaign aimed at enhancing inclusivity in play
areas.

Various strategies exist for enhancing inclusivity in park play equipment. This
involves incorporating accessible and inclusive pieces of equipment. The definitions
of accessibility and inclusivity used by Scope are derived from a joint position
statement by the Children’s Play Policy Forum and the UK Play safety Forum
regarding the inclusion of disabled children in play provision.

These are:

e ‘Accessible’ Play Space is a space which is barrier-free, allows users access
to move around the space and offers participation opportunities for a range of
differing abilities. Not every child of every ability will be able to actively
use everything within an accessible play space.

¢ ‘Inclusive’ Play Space provides a barrier-free environment, with supporting
infrastructure, which meets the wide and varying play needs of every child.
Disabled children and non-disabled children will enjoy high levels of
participation opportunities, equally rich in play value.
(Source: https://playsafetyforum.wordpress.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/including-disabled-children-in-play-provision-2022.pdf
referenced 23 May 2024 )

Of the 37 play areas in the Borough, 33 feature inclusive or accessible play
equipment. Table 2, Appendix 2a provides a detailed breakdown of each play area,
indicating the accessible play equipment available and outlining the potential
replacement programme timeframe.

Appendix 3a provides examples of inclusive and accessible play equipment already
installed or scheduled for installation in Council play areas.

The Council aims to incorporate inclusive play equipment to improve user
experience. This can include small and cost effective play panels and talk tubes, as
well as larger group swings, allowing multiple people to play on them. Such
equipment is designed to be accessible to both those with disabilities and those that
don't.

As part of the forthcoming update to the Play Strategy scheduled for 2025, locations
with the potential for enhanced accessibility and inclusivity will be pinpointed. These
sites could then be integrated into the Pride in Parks programme. The programme

will also look to focus on enhancing existing parks infrastructure, such as paths and
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benches ensuring that these are also accessible and inclusive. Financial
implications

The installation of exclusively accessible play equipment incurs higher costs compared
to non-inclusive or partially inclusive play equipment. This can be attributed to the
complexity of the equipment’s construction and the need for additional infrastructure.
For example, a wheelchair accessible swing would cost £19,000 to install, compared
to £1,500 for a standard swing.

If a comprehensive long-term initiative were to be implemented to improve the level
of accessibility and inclusivity of all the Council’s parks, the estimated cost to do so
would be approximately £1.7 million pounds. Over a fifteen-year capital
programme, (not including other required parks upgrades) this equates to £113,000
per year. Further detail is provided in Appendix 2a.

Future play areas

Currently, two play areas are set to be transferred to the Council under Section 106
agreements. These are linked to ongoing housing developments. These are:

e The Bellway site, off Hassocks Lane, Beeston.

e A play area within the Field Farm development in Stapleford.
Both sites, though compact, feature a mix of equipment including some accessible
pieces.

Parish and Town Councils

The Council is not responsible for the management or maintenance of eight sites in
the Borough, these fall under the responsibility of five Parish and Town Councils.
These sites are outlined in table 1. The Parish and Town Councils order and pay for
all new equipment and repairs to existing infrastructure. However, the Council does
undertake inspections of these play areas on behalf of the Town and Parish Councils
and also provides assistance in identifying and sourcing any spare parts.

Awsworth Shilo Recreation Ground
The Lane Recreation Ground
Brinsley Brinsley Recreation Ground
Greasley Recreation Ground
Greasley
Lower Beavale
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Kimberley Knowle Park
The Stag Recreation Ground
Trowell Festival Hall

Table 1: Parish and Town Council play areas
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Appendix la

Council and Parish owned play areas across the Borough
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Appendix 2a

Accessible and inclusive play equipment in Parks across the Borough

Accessible/lnclusive

play equipment

Accessible infrastructure

Date of last
improvement/
Programmed
replacement date

Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible
improvements
and estimated
costs

Group swing. Tarmac path to play area. Date of last
Inclusive low level Part rubber part bark improvement - 2023 | Convert bark pit
Attenborough | Long Lane play unit. surfacing. to rubber £60k.

In ground trampoline. Wheelchair accessible Programmed full
Easy-Gates. replacement - 2036
Wheelchair accessible Date of last Convert bark pit
Easy-Gates. improvement - 2015 to rubber £140k.

Beeston Blsiilsézn Group swing. E:;Spark with 2 disabled Replace
o Programmed full | outdated play

Accessible paths replacement - 2036 | unit £30Kk.
throughout park.

In ground trampoline. Pay and display car park

Water and sand play with disabled bays. ~ Date of last

unit. Accessible paths improvement - 2018

Broadgate Dish roundabout. throughout the park. Replace play
Beeston i : . . .
Park Sit in springy. Wheelchair accessible unit £20k.

Low level junior play Easy-Gate. Programmed full

unit. 80% rubber surface within | "eplacement - 2038

Group swing. the play area.
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Accessible/lnclusive

play equipment

None. A single climbing

Accessible infrastructure

Date of last
improvement/
Programmed

replacement date

Date of last

Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible
improvements
and estimated
costs

Beeston TeRr(r;g(Ijar frame is available on site, None 'mé)rr(;wrearrnn?;a ?3”12 N/A
which is not accessible. g
replacement - 2035
imougnout the pak Dae of ast
* In ground trampoline. Wheeglchair accre)zssii)le improvement - 2018
Beeston Leyton e Low level play unit. Replac_ement
Crescent _ Easy-Gates. play unit £20k.
e Group swing. 20% rubb faci ithi Programmed full
6 rubber surfacing within | o513 cement - 2035
the play area.
Accessible path to the park. 8106. . .
o contributions will
_ Car park with disabled support a full
Hetl e Low level play unit bays. Date of last refurbishment of
etley . , 0 ate of las
Beeston Pearson equipment with 100% rubber surfaced play improvement - 2012 the play area to

inclusive play panels.

area.
Wheelchair accessible
Easy-Gates.

include inclusive
and accessible
play equipment.
Works to be
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Accessible/lnclusive

play equipment

Accessible infrastructure

Date of last
improvement/
Programmed

replacement date

Programmed full
replacement - 2033

Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible
improvements
and estimated
costs

undertaken late
2024.

£10k resurface
of rubber
surface.

£10k group
swing.

£10k accessible
low level play
unit.

£5k accessible

Wheelchair accessible
picnic benches.

Programmed full
replacement - 2041

springy dish
roundabout and
play panel.
Accessible paths
throughout the park Date of last
. g . P N improvement - 2021
Beeston Dovecote e Group swing. Wheelchair accessible Replace two
Lane e 2x low level play units. Easy-Gates. play units £30k.
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Accessible/lnclusive

play equipment

e Toddler Low level play

Accessible infrastructure

Accessible paths.
Wheelchair accessible

Date of last
improvement/
Programmed

replacement date

Date of last
improvement - 2011

Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible
improvements
and estimated
costs

Convert bark pit
to rubber £60k.

Bilborough | College Way unit. Easy-Gates but bark path Programmed full Srﬂ?;idsekPlay
surface. replacement - 2030 | |nstall group
swing £10k.
Car park with disabled
e Dish roundabourt. bays.
e Low level toddler unit. Accessible paths ~ Date of last Convert
e Wheelchair throughout the park. improvement - 2024 remaining bark
Bramcote Bramcote roundabout. Wheelchair accessible pit to rubber
Hills Park e Low level junior unit. Easy-Gates. £54k.
e Talk tubes. Wheelchair accessible Programmed ful
e Music pipes. picnic benches. replacement - 2044
e Sensory panel. 70% rubber surfacing within
the play area.
50% rubber surfacing within |~ Date of last tC(:)orr:I\éebr;rb SEEE.H
o Eastcote the play area improvement - 2010
rameote Avenue | None Accessible path Group swin
paths Programmed full £10kp 9

throughout the park

replacement - 2030
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Accessible/lnclusive

play equipment

Accessible infrastructure

Date of last
improvement/
Programmed

replacement date

Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible
improvements
and estimated
costs

Upgraded play
unit £10k.
e Group swing. Wheelchair accessible _ Date of last _
Becson | Estate |° LOWleveltoddierunic | Easy-Gate butbark path | Improvement - 2023 || SRS Do
Sandgate |*® Sitinspringy. surface.. Programmed full
Accessible paths. replacement - 2043
100% rubber surfacing
within play area. Date of last
_ e In ground trampoline. Car park with disabled improvement - 2020 _ _
King o Low level toddler unit. bays. Install inclusive
Bramcote George’s . . . roundabout
park e Group swing. Wheelchair accessible £10kK.
Easy-Gates. Programmed full
Accessible paths. replacement - 2040
100% rubber surfaced play Date of last
_ area. improvement - 2020
Chilwell Swiney Way | ° Dish roundabout. Wheelchair accessible Install group
e Low level toddler unit. Easy-G.ates. Programmed full | SV £10k.
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Accessible/lnclusive

play equipment

Accessible infrastructure

Date of last
improvement/
Programmed

replacement date

Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible
improvements
and estimated
costs

50% rubber surfacing within Date of last
. the play area. . ate ot 1as C i
improvement - 2014 | Convert bark pit
* Lowlevel .play unit. Wheelchair accessible P to rubber £45k.
Chilwell Inham Nook | ® ©roup swing. Easy-Gates.
Accessible paths Programmed full | UPgraded play
throughout the park. replacement - 2034 | Unit £10k.
5 ‘| Convert
. - ate o last remaining bark
80% rubber surfacing within | improvement - 2023 pit to rubber
the play area. £21k.
e Sitin springy Wheelchair accessible
Chilwell Cator Lane ' , Easy-Gates. Install inclusive
e Low level toddler unit. ] dab
Accessible paths Programmed full | foundabout
throughout park. replacement - 2034 | £10k.
Install group
swing £10k.
. Rubber surface but no pla
Chilwell Barncroft None . e N/A N/A
equipment.
Wheelchair accessible Date of last Convert bark pit
_ Chetwynd Easy-Gate but bark surface | improvement - 2025 | {0 rubber £73k.
Chilwell None L
Road within play area. Programmed full | |nstall group
Accessible paths. replacement - 2035 | swing £10k.
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Accessible/lnclusive

play equipment

Accessible infrastructure

Date of last
improvement/
Programmed

replacement date

Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible
improvements
and estimated
costs

e 2 xlow level play

30% rubber surfacing within

Date of last
improvement - 2019

Convert bark pit
to rubber £100k.

. the play area. Group swin
units. p g
Chilwell Sf?:)erri\rrlean e Groun swin Wheelchair accessible £10k.
. Sit inps fn J Easy-Gates. Programmed full _
pringy- Accessible paths. replacement - 2039 | Inclusive
roundabout
£10Kk.
100% rubber surface play
area Date of last
' . . improvement - 2018
e Group swing Wheelchair accessible Resurface
Eastwood Jubilee Park e Large muli .Ia unit Easy-Gates. existing rubber
J pray unit Accessible paths. Programmed full | £16k.
Wheelchair accessible replacement - 2038
picnic table.
. _ _ Convert
Mansfield e Group swing. Car park with 2 disabled Date of last remaining bark
Eastwood

Road Park | e Low level play unit.

bays.

improvement - 2018

pit to rubber
£50k.
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Accessible/lnclusive

play equipment

Accessible infrastructure

Wheelchair accessible
Easy-Gates.

Accessible paths.

50% rubber surfacing within
the play area.

Date of last
improvement/
Programmed

replacement date

Programmed full
replacement - 2038

Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible
improvements
and estimated
costs

Install inclusive
roundabout
£10k.

Talk tubes.
Water play unit.

Accessible paths
throughout the park.

Date of last

Install inclusive

_ Low level pla Accessible picnic table. improvement - 2010 rourll(dabout
Eastwood Coronation Pay: 80% rubber surfacing within £10k.

Park Sand play unit. the bl
Sit in springy. e play ar_ea. _ Programmed full | Resurface
Group swing Wheelchair accessible replacement - 2030 | rubber £7k.

' Easy-Gates.
Sit in springy. Acocessmle paths. | | Date of last Convert bark pit
Group swing 50% rubber surfacing within | improvement - 2017 | 15 rubber £63k.
: i ) ' the pl :
Giltbrook Smithurst Dish roundabout. ©pay ar.ea .

Road Wheelchair accessible Upgrade older
2x Low level play Programmed full lav unit £15K
units. Easy-Gates. replacement - 2037 play '

: : Date of last Convert bark pit
. Hall-Om- Group swing. Accessible paths _
Kimberley Wong Dish roundabout. throughout the park. improvement - 2020 | to rubber £66k.
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Accessible/lnclusive

play equipment

Accessible infrastructure

Date of last
improvement/
Programmed

replacement date

Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible
improvements
and estimated
costs

2x Low level play 60% rubber surfacing within Install inclusive
units. the play area. Programmed full | roundabout
Wheelchair accessible replacement - 2040 | £10k.
Easy-Gates.
Accessible paths. Date of last
, Windmill/ . area. Install group
Kimberle e Low level play unit. :
y Millfield Road play Wheelchair accessible Programmed full swing £10k.
Easy-Gates. replacement - 2038
Convert bark pit
A bl h Date of last to rubber £36k
ccessible paths. . ~ | improvement - 2016
. 50% rubber surfacing within Install group
Kimberle Flixton Road Group swing. the play area. swing £10k.
y Low level play unit. Wheelchair accessible
Easy- Gates. Programmed full | Install inclusive
replacement - 2036 | roundabout
£10Kk.
The Spinney Low Level toddler pla Wheelchair accessible Convert bark pit
Nuthall (Laurel nit Py Easv-Gates im rg\?é?ngfnlta?tZOZS to rubber £20k.
Crescent) uni y ' P
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Accessible/lnclusive

play equipment

Accessible infrastructure

60% rubber surfacing within
the play area.

Date of last
improvement/
Programmed

replacement date

Programmed full
replacement - 2043

Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible
improvements
and estimated
costs

Install group
swing £10k.

Install inclusive
roundabout
£10k.

e Dish roundabout.
e Group swing.

Accessible path.
50% rubber surfacing within

Date of last
improvement - 2018

Convert bark pit

e Sitin springy.

Programmed full
replacement - 2036

Nuthall Redbridge | ¢ Sitin springy. the play area. to rubber £40k.
Drive e 2x Low level play Wheelchair accessible Programmed full
units. Easy-Gates. replacement - 2038
e In ground trampoline.
Convert bark pit
. _ Date of last to rubber £120k.
e Low Level play unit. Accessible path. improvement - 2016
e Inground trampoline. Wheelchair accessible Install group
Stapleford | llkeston Road « Dish roundabout. Easy-Gates. swing £10K.
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Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible

Date of last

Accessible/Inclusive improvement/

play equipment

Accessible infrastructure

Programmed
replacement date

improvements
and estimated
costs

Car park with disabled bay.
Accessible path. Date of last
: Recent
: - improvement - 2022
Group swing. Wheelchair accessible P refurbishment.
Easy-Gates. No further
Stapleford | Pasture Road 2xll_ow Level play Wheelchair accessible enhancements
untts. picnic table. Programmed full | required at this
100% rubber surfaced play | 'ePlacement - 2042 | stage.
area.
Car park with 2 disabled
bays. Date of last
% Low level pla Accessible path. improvement - 2019 Recer}t
- it pay Wheelchair accessible refufrblshhment.
Stapleford Hickings o Easy-Gates. No further
Lane Group swing. i , enhancements
. Wheelchair accessible ired at thi
In ground trampoline. ionic table Programmed full required at this
P ' replacement - 2039 | Stage.
100% rubber surfaced play
area.
Dish roundabout. 20% rubber surfacing within Date of last Convert bark pit
D00/ In ground trampoline. the play area. improvement - 2018 | 1© ubber 60k.
Stapleford PP Group springy. Accessible path.
Judson i _ Install group
Low level toddler play Wheelchair accessible Programmed full swing 10k
unit. Easy-Gates. replacement - 2038 '
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Potential
Date of last Inclusivel/acces

Accessible/Inclusive . : improvement/ sible
Accessible infrastructure

play equipment Programmed improvements
replacement date  and estimated
costs

Although there is no
play area onsite,
there is a MUGA
and hard surface | No play

Stapleford | Archers Field None None that will be equipment on

inspected and site.

replaced if needed.

Possible renewal
date — 2030.

e Car park with disabled 2
bays. Date of last

improvement - 2024

e Accessible path. Convert bark pit

Queen Group swin i i
Stapleford Elizabeth | p g. A Wheelchair accessible to rubber £100Kk.
Park e Low level toddler unit. Easy-Gates. (Bark surface
within play area). Programmed full
e Wheelchair accessible replacement - 2030
picnic table.
Central e Sitin springy e Accessible path. Date of last R?)T)urfacef .
entra - . : ate of las rubber surfacing
Stapleford Avenue e Low level toddler unit. * Wheelchair accessible improvement - 2018 | £15k.

Easy-Gates.

43



Accessible/lnclusive

play equipment

Accessible infrastructure

100% rubber surfaced play
area.

Date of last
improvement/
Programmed

replacement date

Programmed full
replacement - 2028

Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible
improvements
and estimated
costs

Install group
swing £10k.

Install inclusive
roundabout
£10k.

e Group swing.

e In ground trampoline.

Accessible paths.

50% rubber surfacing within
the play area.

Wheelchair accessible

Date of last
improvement - 2013

Convert bark pit

inspected and
replaced if needed.
Possible renewal
date — 2030.

Toton Manor Farm ) to rubber £50k.
e Dish roundabout. Easy- Gates.
Car parks with disabled 3 Programmed full
bays. replacement - 2033
Although there is no
play area onsite,
there is a MUGA
and hard surface | No play
Toton Cgrisetﬁr None None that will be equipment on

site.
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Accessible/lnclusive

play equipment

Accessible infrastructure

Date of last
improvement/
Programmed

replacement date

Potential
Inclusivel/acces
sible
improvements
and estimated
costs

Accessible paths.
Date of last :
e Sitin springy. 50% rubber surfacing within | improvement - 2022 Con\gzrt bark E't
Toton Banks Road | ® 2x Low level toddler the play area. to rubber £28k.
units. Wheelchair accessible Programmed full Install group
Easy- Gates. replacement - 2042 | swing £10k.
Salcey 100% rubber surfaced play Date of last
Drive/Trowell . area. improvement - 2019 | Regyrface
Low level toddler unit. . .
Trowell Park Open * Wheelchair accessible Programmed full | rubber £15k.
Space gate. replacement - 2029

Table 2. Breakdown of accessible or inclusive play equipment and accessible infrastructure in Council owned play areas.
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Appendix 3a

Accessible and inclusive play equipment

Examples of accessible and inclusive play equipment currently installed or due to be installed on play areas in the Borough.

Inclusive Roundabout Music Pipes. Dish roundabout.

Low level play unit with interactive Group Swing. Talking tubes
panels.
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Appendix 3

Scope Campaign Lets Play Fair Inclusive Playgrounds Guide

Introducing the social model of disability

The social model of disability is a way of viewing the world, developed by disabled
people.

The model says that people are disabled by barriers in society, not by their impairment or
difference. Barriers can be physical, like playgrounds not having accessible toilets. Or
they can be caused by people's attitudes to difference, like assuming disabled children
can’t play with other children.

The social model helps us recognise barriers that make life harder for disabled people.
Removing these barriers creates equality and offers disabled people more independence,
choice and control.

21.Flat paths with a well maintained, solid surface both into and around the
playground

22.Inclusive play equipment on solid surfaces like rubbery ground, or concrete

23.Fences around the playground

24.Accessible toilets, including changing places toilets

It should not have:

Only grass, sand, loose woodchips or other hard-to-wheel on paths into the playground,
and in the playground itself

o Gates that are too narrow for a wheelchair to get through, such as kissing gates
designed to keep bikes out.
e Inclusive equipment on loose surfaces, like those already listed
Plan to play

This principle looks at the engaging the senses.

When thinking about play, there are 6 senses that should be planned for. Whilst not all
playgrounds will cover all 6 senses, a great playground will engage them all.

These are:
e Touch
e Smell
¢ Sound
« Sight


https://www.changing-places.org/

« Proprioception which is an awareness of location and movement of our bodies
« Vestibular, which is the awareness of balance and spatial orientation

Plan to rest and recharge
This principle looks at the providing downtime.

e The opportunity for regular rest stops is a necessary function of playground
design. This is vital to keep disabled children playing who might need breaks.

o Tables and benches should be where they won'’t block access. Picnic tables
should allow for a wheelchair user to sit at the table.

e Seating with back rests and arm supports are best.

Plan to engage
This principle looks at the promoting the inclusive playground.

This involves promoting the inclusive play space within the community through
accessible, easy to find channels like the local council’s website, social media and
signage. When local councils provide information regarding the accessibility of equipment
and facilities at the playground, this helps families to make an informed decision about
the suitability of the park for them.

Universal design

Universal design is the concept of creating environments that are accessible to everyone.
The principle is that by eliminating a barrier for one group, more people overall can use it.

For example:

« A playground with a sensory garden is great for engaging autistic children. But it
also provides learning opportunities about nature for all children.

« A fence around the playground keeps children with a learning disability, who are
less aware of the dangers of a road, in a safe place. But it also keeps all children
safe.

The Let’s Play Fair campaign takes a universal design approach. The playground
becomes a more inclusive place for all children. This is a useful concept to return to when
trying to advocate for changes at a playground.

Accessible playgrounds: equipment and features

When advocating for features and equipment you want to see in your playground,
consider the 6 senses and universal design principles to make your argument.

Below is a non-exhaustive list of inclusive play equipment and features. You can use
these to get specific about what you want to see in your playground, and what it is
lacking.
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Equipment

Wheelchair accessible Roundabout

Seesaw with back support and a footrest or a wheelchair accessible seesaw
High-back swing

Large nest swing

Variety of play panels which offer opportunities to explore the senses of light,
touch and sound and games to play with others

Double width slide — so an adult can accompany their child down the slide
Play frames which have ramped access
Wheelchair accessible swing

In ground trampolines (at least 2 meters by 2 meters) to allow a parent/carer to
accompany their child.

Playhouses which allow wheelchair access
Contained, step-free sandpits

Musical equipment

Features

Shaded areas
Private spaces
Benches with backs and armrests.

Landscape which offers play value such as hills for rolling or trees for playing hide
and seek.

Sensory garden

Water features

Soft, rubbery floor surfaces
Ramps to high-up equipment
Fencing around the playground
Wide gates

Colour contrast around equipment

Changing places toilets
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